
7KLV�3HVDFK��)LQG�<RXU�'RRU��7KHQ�2SHQ�,W�

2Q�RQH�DXVSLFLRXV�QLJKW�LQ�DQFLHQW�(J\SW��RXU�DQFHVWRUVc�KRPHV�ZHUH�SDVVHG�RYHU��7KH�GRRUV�WR�WKHLU
KRPHV�ZHUH�PDUNHG�ZLWK�EORRG�RQ�WKH�OLQWHO��DQG�WKH\�VXUYLYHG�WKH�RQVODXJKW�RI�GHDWK�WKDW�WRRN�WKH
ILUVW�ERUQ�FKLOGUHQ�RI�WKH�(J\SWLDQV��7R�PDUN�WKDW�QLJKW��DQG�WKH�FRPLQJ�UHGHPSWLRQV�DQG�VDOYDWLRQ
WKDW�FDPH�RXU�ZD\��ZH�FHOHEUDWH�3DVVRYHU��

:H�NQRZ�WKLV�DOO�WRR�ZHOO��EXW�WKHUH�LV�RQH�DVSHFW�WKDW�JRHV�OLWWOH�GLVFXVVHG��:K\�WKH�GRRU"�:K\�QRW
WKH�FKLPQH\V��RU�WKH�URRI��RU�WKH�ZLQGRZV"�5��<HKXGDK�$U\HK�/HLE�$OWHU��WKH�6IDV�(PHV�RI�*XU��QRWHV
WKDW�D�GRRUSRVW�LV�D�OLPLQDO�VSDFH��D�QHDU�GHILQLWLRQDO�LQ�EHWZHHQ�]RQH��D�SODFH�LQ�ZKLFK�WKLQJV
WUDQVSLUH�RU�SDVV��,Q�D�VHQVH��WKH�ILUVW�QLJKW�RI�3DVVRYHU�ZDV�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�D�FOLPD[�RI�D�QDUUDWLYH
DUF��LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�-HZV�DUH�VDYHG�IURP�SHUVHFXWLRQ��7KH�6IDV�(PHV�WHOOV�XV�WKDW�WKH�VDOYDWLRQ�KDG�WR
RFFXU�WKURXJK�D�GRRUSRVW�WR�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�DOO�WKLV�ZDV�RQO\�WKH�GRRUVWHS�WR�D�IDU�JUHDWHU�VWRU\��

$�P\VWLFDO�WUDGLWLRQ�UHDGV��RU�SHUKDSV�VD\V��WKH�ZRUG�3HVDFK�DV�¥¯���¢²��SHK�VDFK���ZKLFK�WUDQVODWHV
WR�dPRXWK�VSHDNV�e�,Q�(J\SW��RU�0LW]UD\LP��ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�UHDG�DV�DOOXGLQJ�WR�WKH�+HEUHZ�ZRUG�IRU
FRQVWUDLQW��WKH�:RUG�ZDV�LQ�H[LOH��DQG�XSRQ�UHGHPSWLRQ�WKH�:RUG�ZDV�UHGHHPHG��WRR��8VHG
FRXQWOHVV�ZD\V�E\�FRXQWOHVV�WKLQNHUV��LQ�LWV�VLPSOHVW�IRUP��WKLV�ZRUGSOD\�FRPPXQLFDWHV�WKDW�WKH�YHU\
DFW�RI�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��RI�OHDUQLQJ�KRZ�WR�SXW�WKRXJKWV�DQG�IHHOLQJV�LQWR�ZRUGV��FDQ�EH�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ

https://18forty.org/?post_type=articles&p=4112


RI�IUHHGRP��OLEHUDWLRQ��DQG�LQGHSHQGHQFH��/DQJXDJH�WKHQ�LV�D�ZD\�RI�RSHQLQJ�D�GRRU��RU�LW�EHQHILWV
IURP�WKH�GRRU�EHLQJ�RSHQHG��RU�SHUKDSV�LW�LV�WKH�GRRU��

7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�GRRUV�WR�3HVDFK��)DPLO\�LV�RQH�GRRU��KLVWRU\�DQRWKHU��DQG�RQHcV�SHUVRQDO�OLIH
DQRWKHU��7KH�PDQ\�TXHVWLRQV�RI�WKH�6HGHU�QLJKW�DUH�WLQ\�OLWWOH�GRRUV��WKLQN�&KDUOLH�DQG�WKH�&KRFRODWH
)DFWRU\��DQG�FRQVLGHU�ZK\�WKH�ZRUG�IRU�WKH�IRXUWK�OHWWHU�DQG�WKH�ZRUG�IRU�GRRU�DUH�WKH�VDPHb�¸ª¡��
:H�RIIHU�WZR�GRRUV�RI�RXU�RZQ��GRRUV�WKDW�WRRN�PXFK�WR�SURS�RSHQ��7KH�ILUVW��E\�'RYLG��LV�DERXW�WKH
GRRU�WKDW�RQH�ORQHO\�3HVDFK�RSHQHG��7KH�VHFRQG��E\�P\VHOI��LV�DERXW�WKH�GRRU�WKDW�FUXPEOHG��IUDJLOH
PDW]RK�PLJKW�RSHQ��HYHQ�LI�LW�EUHDNV�GRZQ��,Q�GRLQJ�VR��ZH�LQYLWH�\RX�WR�ILQG�\RXU�RZQ�GRRU��DQG�WR
GR�ZKDW�\RX�FDQ�WR�HQWHU��$V�7RGG�%RVV�WHOOV�XV��d,W�LV�(QRXJK�WR�(QWHU�e�'D\HQX��

,W�,V�(QRXJK�WR�(QWHU

7RGG�%RVV

�

WKH�WHPSODU

KDOOV�RI�PXVHXPV��IRU

�

H[DPSOH��RU

WKH�FKDPEHUV�RI�FKXUFKHV�

�

DQG�DGPLUH

QR�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�EHDXW\

�

WKHUH��RU

UHPHPEHU�WKH�JUDYHQHVV

�

RI�VWRQH��RU

ZKDWHYHU��<RX�GRQcW

�

KDYH�WR�GR�DQ\



EHWWHU��<RX�GRQcW�KDYH�WR

�

XQGHUVWDQG

WKH�OLWXUJ\�RU�NQRZ�KLVWRU\

�

WR�IHHO�KRO\

LQ�D�JDOOHU\�RU�SUHVE\WHU\�

�

,W�LV�HQRXJK

WR�KDYH�FRPH�MXVW�VR�IDU�

�

<RX�QHHG

QRW�EH�RSHQHG�DQ\�PRUH

�

WKDQ�GRHV

D�GRRU��VWDQGLQJ�DMDU�

b

b6SHQGLQJ�WKH�6HGHU�$ORQHc

'RYLG�%DVKHYNLQ��7DEOHW�0DJD]LQH

d7KLV�QLJKW�ZDV�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�DOO�RWKHU�QLJKWV�e�KH�ZULWHV��dEHFDXVH�,�ZDV�ILQDOO\�DVNLQJ�GLIIHUHQW
TXHVWLRQV�e

�

b,�%HOLHYH�LQ�WKH�%URNHQ�0DW]Rc

<HKXGD�)RJHO��7DEOHW�0DJD]LQH

+HUH��KH�H[SORUHV�dZKDW�VKDUGV�RI�XQOHDYHQHG�EUHDG�FDQ�WHDFK�XV�DERXW�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�IDLWK�e



3/30/23, 8:40 PM Spending the Seder Alone - Tablet Magazine

https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/holidays/articles/spending-the-seder-alone 1/3

T

Spending the Seder Alone
This night was di�erent from all other nights because I was �nally asking di�erent

questions

BY DOVID BASHEVKIN

APRIL 01, 2020

https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/holidays
https://www.tabletmag.com/contributors/dovid-bashevkin


3/30/23, 8:40 PM Spending the Seder Alone - Tablet Magazine

https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/holidays/articles/spending-the-seder-alone 2/3



3/30/23, 8:40 PM Spending the Seder Alone - Tablet Magazine

https://www.tabletmag.com/sections/holidays/articles/spending-the-seder-alone 3/3

Dovid Bashevkin is the Director of Education at NCSY and author of Sin·a·gogue: Sin and Failure
in Jewish Thought. He is the founder of 18Forty, a media site exploring big Jewish questions. His
Twi�er feed is @DBashIdeas.
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Yehuda Fogel is a writer and editor at 18Forty, a Jewish media company, and was formerly an
editor at the Lehrhaus, an online forum for Jewish thought and ideas.
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